11th February 2016
COMPASS UPDATE and 1:1 PERSONAL DEVICE INFORMATION SESSIONS
Dear Parents and Carers,
The start of the school year has seen us move further into the use of the COMPASS
school management platform. As with any change to how we communicate, there will
be a period of adjustment as the ‘new’ becomes the ‘normal’.
The introduction of the Compass School Management System means that we have
been able to begin streamlining our parent communications. We have been able to
significantly reduce the number of paper notices, reminders and newsletters that are
being sent home and enabled anywhere-anytime access to school documents and
information. We can now target messages to only those grades or year level groups
that it relates to.
There is a free Compass App that is available for Apple and Android devices. Search for
‘Compass School Manager’ in iTunes or Play Store to locate this and install. The app
allows you to view your dashboard and read messages to stay up to date with what is
happening here at school.
Viewing documents and other files and attachments is best done through a computer
or tablet device.
If you don’t have access to a computer or tablet device at home, let us know. We can
work out how best to support you to stay connected with the school. The computers in
our school library are available for you to use to log in.
If you are having difficulties accessing Compass, please contact the General Office and
we can assist you with your enquiry.

What are we already using Compass for?
When you log into Compass you will already be able to:
 check Grade timetables – updated for each class each term.
 view and download student semester reports – both 2015 student reports are
currently available.
 read our Newsletters – updated weekly.
 see the Calendar of events – a live calendar of events for the remainder of the year.
 book Parent Teacher conferences – continuing the process that we introduced in
2015.
 Communicate with teachers
 Update email and telephone contact details.
 Monitor homework tasks

What will be introduced next?







We will commence roll marking through Compass on Monday 15th February. You
will be able to check your child’s attendance status each day through your portal
and you will be able to approve absences and confirm late arrivals online. We
have attached a guide sheet to assist you and we are available to help should you
encounter any difficulties.
Student learning tasks for Years 3 - 6 will become visible across the remainder of
the term. As a parent or carer, you will be able to view the details of key learning
tasks that the students are undertaking. Feedback on learning provided by
teachers will be included for each task instead of waiting for a summative
comment on the current student report card. This will be connected to the 1:1
personal device program that was also implemented this year.
Curriculum Overviews will be uploaded early next week and then at the
commencement of each term. This replaces the paper copy of this document that
we send home to each family.
Parent payments and excursion approvals. We are currently deciding when the
best time would be to replace our current process with this module.

1:1 Personal Device Program Year 3 - 6
The personal devices have been imaged and issued to students in Years 3 – 6. Staff and
students have commenced using use these devices to enhance and support learning.
We will be conducting information sessions for parents and carers of students in Years 5
and 6 to outline information relating to the students taking home the 1:1 personal
devices.
Parents are asked to book in for one of the three sessions that have been scheduled on
the 29 th February 2016.
The session times are: 2:30pm – 3:15pm OR 4:00pm – 4:45pm OR 5:45pm – 6:30pm.
The sessions will run in the Nganagee Senior School Building. Please notify your child’s
grade teacher of which timeslot you are able to attend.
Mr Liam Jury is able to be contacted with any questions relating to the information
sessions.

Parent Guide to Parent Approvals and Absence Reporting

Parent Guide to Parent Approvals and Absence Reporting

